INFORMATION 



The White House " 

_SBeftET -SENSITIVE 

Thursday. August 22, 1968 
8:35 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

This is another obscure suggestion 
that the Czech military forces may 
take some kind of action. 
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svoboda, dulo£X, a:^:! other 33..-;.:. L-;,- • 

OF THE OCCUPATION FORCES, AMD TKaT i'^EMBERS CF THE CEj^rrRAL 
•■TTEE WHO HAVE Ai:'':'^ THE-;SELVES yITH 

■ tr fvrr ^nvj£x _::^xDS^{ IM P'-^C'iE Tc 7u.>.: A 

GOV-. . iTION has bee : ■ • FOR.'IER C ZECH 

leade:< i;o7-o7.;y a.o his possible hetj.::; to power sriCE 
yestehday. 

four leading kembe33 of t.^e czech g "ent, including 

VICE PRE?;iER OTA SIK AND FOH^I'-ir: MIMI.^- . I.U HAJEa, 
'■iERE VACATIOMIMQ IM Y'JGOSLA • ■ . I 'E OF T:-ii. 

INVASIOM A>4J HAVE ?"'''t::eD EiiEiiE. THE 7C-J7i OFFICIALS HAVE 
ISSUED A STATEMENT J J.'i^E/LX' THE A-^ESSION '^^D HEI'lANniMG 
a;: IMilEDlATE WITHDRAUAL-OF r ' ' ' 

?RZSS REPORTS ESTIMATE T}'AT i ^L- ' r^: V '^. -^A CZECH 

T0URI3TC ::: Y'JC^jALAVlA -A: AV.'AlTING DEVAACA lEMTS 
BEFORE RETURNIi'iG TO. THEIR HOi-IELA ^•'D. 

^lEAMWHILE, APPROXriATELY 33-43 PERSO^J^JEL OF THE 
• T^iADE .MISSIO'l i;i WEST GERMANY HAVE REPORTEDLY 

A A AT i;{Z COUNTRY. 

IM A SPEECH DuRI'NG A .MaSS RALLY IN 3uCHa:7E3T, 'aS 
■REPORTED 3Y THE AUSTRIAN RADIO, RUMANIAN PRE3IDE^■^ 
A^ID PARTY CHIEF CEAU5E3CU STROMGLY CONDEMMED THE 

' INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA A^^JD ANNOir>JCZD TA:aT 
'^ J A -lA lS "MOy IM A STATE OF FULL MOBIL IZ AT 10. \'. " ' 
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5ZPCIAL ": 'J'^':i:^-:_ 

RUMANIA y--LD r.Oi i .-.^MIT Tiil "Vio^A.i.;. 
rATK£RLA^D 3Y ANYO:.!:." 
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?. GROUND FORCE: _ 

-..i-OLY OCCUPYri\u CZECH CA — RN~" - --tttv- 

UP BIVOUACS. ESTIMAIZD OCCUPaTIO^^ or= %^ r ^ 
PRAGUE IS AT LEAST 53,233, rtit^^i^'-::^j--Z.-,:.:},^t 
SOVIET A3N DIVISION, oSe^g"^--' 

^ ' VISION A^E) ONE Tank dtvis-- 

-•2" -- ■■-•■» .---j.^.; AND ofjL- • ' ■ ~- - -3 fi^Tv-" .T 

UA^. IN token STRENGTH, ARE V. ! ■ -A-nE ' 

-•-'^T y?,^-?Y- ' .^'./'"^^ THE VLTAVA RIVER HaS E^^N 

•■.-.-0 Aro EXi.. ...io.^i THE CITY APPEAR TO HiVE 2EEN 



. RADIO ANNO'jNCED THAT LT 

:r ^^-^ J ''MANDE? OP OC:'J?YI:~; ■ 
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— -'Aa AR'--ED FORCES .^''Pa^-'.'T' v v.:,-. 

-'--..iZi:;) REsi:--'':-- - ■ ..a. 
i^- !:nECTicf: of -^z : . - , ■ ..- . ; ; 

r7-°^S^'^ti?^V ^^'C^NFIR^iED REPORis' ^ICAT- 
■^---^H . ..oIVIiY WITH SOLDIERS RE"!! TNING AT ' - 
- QIRECTIOM OF THE 3'^"TrTc; r- • --^v--' 

^EcHCSLOv^yy^ /^^^^"^"^'^^' '^--'SPvTm 

llaufSg gy ^^ ^^^^^^^i^ .EST .F 

I:rt2DlAT£LY i .^^^-1'""^^. / Jl:!!"^"^ AND 

^^''^ at^5 depl5v£d: RipoR?ri;}oTcjf/^i;?i "-'^'^^ 



-■■iIDF?j?Tr?cn^^ ^'^^'^ P°i-ISH TROOP- ^ 

SULGARIAN REGWENT , 
r-i?.iS\?-jS ELEMENTS FROM THE SO'/J " v= = . 
-^^^..^Y DISTRICT ARE IN EASTERN SLOVAXlt 

■imu ■ ' ' ' . 
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nrur^^^J'^^^'^^^^^ '^ND REQlMENtAL HUEO UNITS dF THE 

2i2Hr^°"^^^ P*CT MEMBERS HAVE BEER REPORTED AS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE OCCUPATION. 

cnJ *!^^ERN PRESS PHOTO INDICATES THE PRESENCE OF ' 
p?SfT^«il^LiP^CIAL FORCES IN PRAGUE. THE UNIFORM, 
Tuc Lo^** STRIPED T-SHIRT WORN BY ONE INDIVIDUAL IN 
inf..f?'*^^'*°"'"^ THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEAR TO BE 
..S?F'^*'- T"AT DISPLAYED BY SPECIAL FORCES 

UNITS IN MOSCOW PARADES, 

3. BORDERS 

NO JJSSnSSS'*^'* CROSSING POINTS ARE OPEN TO SOME EXTENT. 
FFpJnflf?'*^'*^ PERMITTED TO ENTER EXCEPT DIPLOMATIC 

pS«S^5I^ CZECH PERSONNEU PROPERLY AUTHORIZED ARE 

Jep§rUD^A?^^T.''° REFUGEES HAS 

4. AIR FORCES 

rrvl^l SCENARIO FOR THE SOVIET INVASION OF 

I-^ECHOSLOVAKIA IS BEGINNING TO CLARIFY, 
pnn '^IRST PHASE OF THE INVASION CONSISTED OF OVER 
CfiMnS5!l^'*°'*T SORTIES SUPPORTED BY SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
l-ONOUCTING INTENSIVE ACTIVE JAMMING AND CHAFF DROPS. 
OF INITIAL OBJECTIVE OF THE EARLY WAVES 

OF ;o^,''F°''TS WAS TO CONDUCT PARA DROPS AND/ OR LANDINGS 
TROOPS ON CZECH aBfIELDS. BEGINNING AROUND 20 / 



A RELIABLE OBSERVER IN PRAGUE STATED THAT BY 21/ 
0840Z 325 A»-I2 SORTIES HAD ENTERED AIRPORTS AROUND THE 
CITY. AFTER 0800 OH THE21ST, A»-12 FLIP MTg TMTO 

pa AfitlE EVIDENTLY TAPERED OFF. 1 ' I 3 3 
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THE SECOND PHASE OF AIR OPERATIONS BEGAN IN THE 
EARLY W0RNIN6 HOURS OF 2 1 AUGUST AND WAS CHARACTERIZED 
3Y INTENSIVE AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS SUCH AS TROOP SPOTTING, 
AIR DEFENSE COVER AND RECONNAISSANCE. THE TACTICAL ' 
ilRCRAFT PERFORMING THESE MISSIONS OPERATED FROM SOUTHERN 
BASES IN EAST GERMANY AND POLAND. WHILE NO ESTIMATE OF 
THE TOTAL INVOLVED IN THIS PHASE IS POSSIBLE IT APPEARS 
J^AT AT LEAST 165 SOVIET AIRCRAFT FROM EAST GERMANY 
ALONE WERE ENGAGED IN THIS ACTIVITY, WHICH CONTINUES. 

THE THIRD PHASE OF AIR ACTIVITY APPEARS TO HAVE 
3EGUN AROUND 1100 HOURS ON THE 21 ST AND EVOLVES 
THE DEPLOYMENT OF SOVIET FIGHTERS AND FIGHTER BOMBERS 
^'om'bASeI IN EAST GERMANY AND POLAND INTO THE 
CAPTURED CZECH AIRFIELDS. THE FIRM NUMBERS OF 
SOVIET TACTICAL AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE ARRIVED IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS NOT KNOWN. WE J^JJi^"^^ 
o'^rTMB-MT HA<; OCCUPIED ZATEC AND ESTIMATED SOVItr 
AIRCm" a? mwSlii AsS CASLAV AIRFIELDS ROSE TO SO 
BY 1900 HOURS 0» THEZIST OF AWUST. . „„.„,i,g 
DESPITE THE RELATIVE LACK OF INFORMATION C0»CER»III6 
SOVIET FISHIER AND FISHTER BOMBER »EP»-OYME«TS TO 
CZECHOSLOVAK AIRFIELDS IT IS LIKELY THAI, " LEAST, 

iS!c'H=Ji?roi?D^io iruirERS°^5Aif i!ss''po!:r»s f . 
4H i°?i!;^"TH"ER°rA;?ESfs%"°o^rrR'^ 

IT IS EVIDENT THAT PASS T^F RESISTANGF Ig PEiWV r .nr u vifcyt . 
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